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Kevin Buehler|Odessa American Odessa guard
Desmond  Woodberry  (12)  scores  Thursday
night, Nov. 5, 2009, during the first half of their
Odessa  College  Classic  at  the  OC  Sports
Center in Odessa, Texas.  
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College basketball: Wranglers
ride defense and shooting to
victory
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BY WILLIE BANS

The strengths of this team, Odessa College men’s basketball
head coach Dennis Helms said before the season, should be
defense and shooting.

Two games in, he’s correct.

In their 91-61 win over North Lake College on Thursday at the OC
Sports Center, the Wranglers made 17 steals and frequently hit
from long range

Wranglers sophomore center Melvin Baker, with 10 points one of
four players in double figures scoring in addition to nine rebounds
and one block, said the team uses the shell drill in practice — a
four-on-four, defensive drill in which the ball is swung around and
must be accounted for — and typically the difficulty of practice
depends on its success.

On Thursday, it seemed like OC (2-0 overall) ran the drill to
perfection. The Wranglers collected 25 points off turnovers,
compared to the Blazers’ four.

“That’s the way we practice it every day,” said Helms, whose team
defeated Wayland Baptist JV 88-21 in the season opener
Tuesday.

OC built a 10-3 lead in the first five minutes and led 42-27 at
halftime, the Blazers never legitimately threatening.

North Lake College, playing in its season opener, was the NJCAA
Division III champion last year (OC is Division I). Against the
Wranglers, it was at a size disadvantage, the tallest player, 7-foot
Carl Corman, a deep bench player and their next tallest the
6-foot-6 Josh Dacus also a deep reserve.

“They were the kind of team that, with their discipline, can get you
to slip up,” Helms said. “But we were mentally tough enough on
the defensive end not to let that happen, and we had enough
offense to do it, too. … We were more physically talented, but our
guys’ effort couldn’t have been better,”

Nor produced more when given open looks, especially behind the
arc.

The Wranglers were 7-of-23 in 3-point attempts, with freshman
Kevin Schaffartzik’s 4-of-8 aiding his 15-point effort.

“He can definitely do that (consistently),” Helms said of
Schaffartzik.

OC sophomore Josh Brown had 15 points and a game-high 11
rebounds, while sophomore Rashad Savage had 14 points and
nine rebounds.

Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds

 Featured Cars
Search Online Inventory
Sell Your Vehicle
Search Auto Classifieds
Research

Weather Yellow Pages Contests

For complete
Odessa

weather details
click here

ADVERTISEMENT 

Things to do in Odessa

Events Venues Dining Performers

1.  Manafest live in concert!
2.  The Metropolitan Opera:…
3.  The Metropolitan Opera:…
4.  Slyker's Professional

Click for More Events Add Your Events

Featured Events

 
Find an Event

   

Log In Join Now Explore

you photos blogs forums explore

Publish Your Stuff

ADVERTISEMENT 

Need Help? Click Here

enlarge

News Sports Opinion Obits Life Entertainment Schools Marketplace NIE Customer Service

College basketball: Wranglers ride defense and shooting to victory | colleg... http://www.oaoa.com/sports/college-38989-shooting-basketball.html

1 of 2 12/18/2009 11:19 AM



Ads by Google

Basketball Drills Rebounding
51 Simple, Fun Basketball Drills 25 Practice Plans. Instant Download
www.eBasketballCoach.com

DISH® Satellite TV
120+ Ch For $24.99/mo For 12 Mos. Record In 1 Room, Watch In Another!
www.DISHNetwork.com

Latest Basketball News
Find Breaking News About Basketball, Free. Try It Now!
www.google.com/news

Dating In Odessa Texas
See Over 30 Million Singles Free on Zoosk - The Fastest Growing Network
www.Zoosk.com

Reader Comments
Many of you have expressed concerns about some of the harsh anonymous comments from readers. To
remedy that, we are introducing new features. You can create your own blog, publish your news and share your
photos with the community. Once you fill out a simple form and leave a verifiable e-mail address, you can set
up your profile page. It will display all of your contributions and allow you to track issues and easily connect
with others.
We want our site to be a place where people discuss and debate ideas that foster stronger communities. We
built this for you. Please take care of it. Tolerate broad thinking, but take action against obscene or hateful
material. Make it a credible and safe place worth preserving and sharing.

Oldest First | Newest First

Stocks Games

Open or shut?
Should the Texas Open Meetings Act be diluted? Vote and tell
us why or why not in an email to oaletters@oaoa.com.

 Yes

 No
Enter The Code To Vote

 
Read Related Article

Ads by Google

Advertising Info
Media Kit
Adv. Contacts
Place An Ad
Yellow Pages

Archives
Story Archives
Obituaries Archives

Subscriber Services
E-Newsletters/ Alerts
E Paper Help
Missing Paper
Subscribe
Circulation Dept.

Online Services
RSS Feeds 
Coupons

Odessa WebSites
OAvarsity.com
BasinJobs.com
BasinHomes.com
BasinMotors.com
FreedomPolitics.com

Copyright © 2008

Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Local Businesses | Site Map

Cars & Autos | Homes | Jobs | Classifieds

Freedom Communications, Inc.

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

powered by
        Search:  Web     Site

College basketball: Wranglers ride defense and shooting to victory | colleg... http://www.oaoa.com/sports/college-38989-shooting-basketball.html

2 of 2 12/18/2009 11:19 AM


