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BY WILLIE BANS

For Ara Baten, perception may exist, but he cannot see it. Can’t
see that if one was drawing a graph showing the momentum of the
Odessa College women'’s basketball team, a line would be clearly
ascending.

In Baten's first season, following the team’s national
championship, OC went 7-21 overall, 3-11 in conference play.
Last year, the team finished 22-10 overall, 9-5 in conference after
a late-season tear and pulled off an upset of a junior college
power, Midland College, in the NJCAA Region V Tournament.

Baten’s understanding of the program’s projection and the worth of
the win over Midland College — which ended its season at 30-2 —
comes from his eyes only, and they do not open wide with
thoughts of last season.

The eyes widen a bit with the fact that it was a big victory, but they
are focused on this season.

“For us it was big because, let's be honest, it was Midland,” Baten
said. “It was the semifinal of the tournament. From a significance
standpoint, it's a postseason victory and it's our biggest rival.”

And that's it — not his words. His eyes.

Yet, among his most important players, there lies a willingness to
look at what last year's record and the victory over Midland College
mean.

Their eyes, they brighten a little more. Confidence may be what's
allowing it.

“It was a big win,” sophomore small forward Tammie Thorton said.
“We've grown from it. We've taken that over into the season.
We're just working harder so we can improve.

“It makes it like we something to live up to.”

Before and after the game against Midland College, which had
defeated the Lady Wranglers twice before, Baten said OC had
nothing to lose. The pressure was on the Lady Chaps.

Now, with improvement from Year One to Year Two of the Baten
era, it appears the Lady Wranglers have much to lose: the
program’s momentum.

Itis a situation the team earned, but one Baten won't use as the
theme throughout the year. For him, it is a process, and early
losses will not equal an inability to ride a wave.

“We're still searching for an identity,” Baten said a week before the
season opener at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday against visiting Ranger
College. “What we are is probably not what we’'ll be in January or
February. It takes time for us to develop that. | don’t know that |
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Kevin Buehler|Odessa American Odessa point
guard Shon Redmond (5) gets a shot off over
Frank Philips guard Chana Jones (25)
Thursday night, Feb. 12, 2009, during the first
half of their Western Junior College Athletic
Conference basketball game at the OC Sports
Center in Odessa, Texas.
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me having no idea who's going to play, who's not going to play; who would start, who would not start; who would
finish the game, who would not finish the game. | don’t know. It is really close at most positions.

“I think | would give a slight edge to returning players because they've been there before.”

Those who helped produce the notches on the program’s graph. Upward. With room to go.

Now Hiring
Great Benefits

See archived 'Local Sports' stories »

Ads by Google

Playstation 3 Apple Macbook Pro 13.3"

MAXTUBE

Stocks Games

Open or shut?
Should the Texas Open Meetings Act be diluted? Vote and tell
us why or why not in an email to oaletters@oaoa.com.

SOLDFOR:$32.15  SOLD FOR: $194.67 o v

32 GB iPod Touch 0 no

Qui »} @ Enter The Code To Vote
bl |Vcte[ Read Related Article

Reader Comments

SOLD FOR: $63.72

Many of you have expressed concerns about some of the harsh anonymous comments from readers. To
remedy that, we are introducing new features. You can create your own blog, publish your news and share your
photos with the community. Once you fill out a simple form and leave a verifiable e-mail address, you can set
up your profile page. It will display all of your contributions and allow you to track issues and easily connect
with others. - -

We want our site to be a place where people discuss and debate ideas that foster stronger communities. We 0

built this for you. Please take care of it. Tolerate broad thinking, but take action against obscene or hateful JVIIIIGTIETS
material. Make it a credible and safe place worth preserving and sharing.

Between Midland & Odessa
on Hwy 191, the airport exit

Oldest First | Newest First

PoWERED B g PLuCha mEleN 550_7224

RS A RIS wiww.ahi-texas.com

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

Submit

Ads by Google

Ukraine Ladies Dating Gorgeous Lady from Odessa Search Colleges Online
Browse 15000 Photo & Video profiles Angela, 33 y.o. Would Like to Meet Free College Search Tool. Explore
Find Your Life Partner in Odessa! a Real Gentleman to Create Family. Over 3,800 Colleges. Start Today!
AnastasiaRomance.com AnastasiaDate.com www. CollegeBoard.com

powered by

Search: © web @ site (Seach ) Coogle

2 of 3 12/18/2009 9:26 AM



College basketball: Lady Wranglers look skyward | wranglers, lady, ara -... http://www.0aoa.com/sports/wranglers-38829-lady-ara.html

Media Kit

Archives Subscriber Services Online Services Odessa WebSites
Adv. Contacts Story Archives E-Newsletters/ Alerts RSS Feeds IEEEH OAvarsity.com
Place An Ad Obituaries Archives E Paper Help Coupons BasinJobs.com
Yellow Pages Missing Paper BasinHomes.com
Subscribe BasinMotors.com
Circulation Dept. FreedomPolitics.com

Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Local Businesses | Site Map

Cars & Autos | Homes | Jobs | Classifieds

0

Freedom Communications, Inc.

30f3 12/18/2009 9:26 AM



